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FFIWS; Supporting Circular Enterprise in Gwynedd 

Frequently Asked Questions
 
What is the purpose of the grant?
The funding has been awarded by Welsh Government to Cyngor Gwynedd and is administered by Menter Môn to develop the Circular Economy in Gwynedd.  The purpose is to support businesses and third sector organisations to approach a Circular Economy.

Is it possible to make multiple applications for funding? 
At this stage, it is not possible for us to support more than one application by the same entity though depending on the level or subscription, this condition may be reviewed. 

Am I expected to share information regarding project progress? 
You will be expected to engage with Menter Môn regarding project progress, case studies and lessons learnt. There may also be a requirement to discuss your outputs with an external assessor. 

Is the lead applicant required to be located within Gwynedd? 
The registered address of the entity does not have to be located within Gwynedd but it is expected that 100% of the work/projects will be implemented within the county. 

Expenditure schedule 
All funding must be spent within the financial years indicated in the project expenditure profile within your application. 

What is the maximum level of grant available? 

The grant scheme will be allocated as follows; 
1. Small Grants (maximum £10,000 revenue)
2. Small Grants (maximum capital £10,000) 
3. Large Grants for communities and businesses to implement long-term sustainable changes (maximum £30,000 - revenue and/or capital) 

How will the claims process work? 
Claims will be paid in arrears and are required to be submitted quaterly with evidence to support expenditure. Successful applicants will receive an offer letter explaining the claims process. It will only be possible to claim for expenditure after you have purchased and paid for the goods and services. 

An alternative method of payment where Menter Môn Cyf could pay an invoice on an applicant’s behalf could also be discussed to reduce financial burden on the applicant, should it be necessary.
 
Evidence of Expenditure 
Evidence of all project expenditure is required for the grants claims process. It will be necessary to provide copies of all invoices and bank statement to evidence expenditure, and a copy of pay slips for reclaiming salaries.
 
All grant recipients will be expected to retain evidence of the project expenditure for a period of up to 10 years from the grant award date.  

Will we be monitored? 
Yes, you will be monitored on the following: -  
· To ensure that the budget is being spent on approved goods and services. 
· To ensure that the plan takes place / has taken place in accordance with the delivery plan included within your application. 
· To ensure that items funded by the grant remain in situ and are in use.  
· To gather information about the project activities and outputs.

Please note, monitoring may include a visit, at short notice by a representative from either Cyngor Gwynedd or Menter Môn Cyf. to examine your use of the Circular Economy Fund. This may take place anytime during the course of the project or after its completion.  

Should Menter Môn Cyf or the local authority be of the opinion that funds aren’t being used for the agreed, intended purpose, or that the project is significantly different to what was proposed, then the grant, or a relevant part of it, will be recovered. 
 
Are capital costs eligible? 
Yes capital expenditure will be considered as long as it directly supports the delivery of the fund objectives.  Any equipment bought through grant funding will be the leading organisation’s responsibility, will be subject to monitoring and should remain in situ and in use. 
 
Are applications expected to include match funding?  
You are not expected to include match funding, but note that match funding, either in-kind or fiscal adds value to the project and contributes to meeting the aims and objectives will strengthen your application. However, each application is considered on merit and we recognise that match funding isn’t always possible. 

Is there any support available to help with the application process? 
Yes, a member of the circular economy team will be available to support with the application. 
 
Can VAT be claimed? 
If you are VAT registered, claims should be made net of VAT. If you are not VAT registered, then the full cost is eligible. 
 
Ineligible costs 
· Any costs that are not directly and solely related to the delivery of the project 
· Working capital or any financial loss incurred as a result of participating in the project 
· Any expenditure incurred prior to the confirmation of project approval by Menter Môn.
  
Publicity 
All grant recipients must acknowledge the financial support provided by Menter Môn in all   relevant publicity. Cylchol on brand templates are also available. 
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